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PRIDE IN HISTORY ......CARING FOR OUR FUTURE

Dear Parents and Friends,
Our New Garden Work Shed
Thank you to the amazing parents for our wonderful garden work shed.  This will really give our Kitchen Garden Project a real kick along. 
No longer will the students need to brave the cold and wet elements on bleak Ferny Creek days.  This project continues to flourish and again
thanks parents and Tanya for all your hard work.

Fire Action Awareness Week This Week!
Fire Action Week is a call to action for all Victorians, no matter where they live, to: 
prepare for the coming fire season 
identify their fire risk 
prepare their own properties and work with neighbours and communities to be Fire Ready. 

Key messages for Fire Action Week 
The following key messages may be used for Fire Action Week: 
All of Victoria is at fire risk this year, and we are facing a potentially worse fire season than last year. 
Fire Action Week is the time to start planning and preparing for the fire season, if you havenÕt already done so. 
You should have a written fire plan that details what you and your family will do if threatened by fires. 
Your fire plan is a combination of preparation and a plan of action. It must include practical steps to protect all members of the family,
including children, the elderly and the vulnerable. 
Write down your fire plan, share it with all in your household, and practise it regularly. 
Prepare your house or property for fires. Even if you plan to leave, your home must be well prepared. A well-prepared house with
defendable space has a greater chance of surviving.   
Remove or reduce items near your home that can burn including vegetation. The larger this cleared space, the greater the chance your
house will survive a fire. Check with your local council. 
CFAÕs new household self-assessment tool will help you determine if you have enough defendable space around your home. Visit
www.cfa.vic.gov.au or call the VBIL on 1800 240 667 to get a copy. 
Find out more about planning and preparing for fires from your local fire safety community meetings, CFA Community Fireguard groups, and
council. Start by visiting www.cfa.vic.gov.au. 

Visit to School from ABC Stateline Program
On Monday the ABC Stateline program came to Ferny Creek to observe our school complete an emergency evacuation to our Fire Refuge. 
We will be on this Friday.  The evacuation went really well.  The whole school was locked in the refuge in 2 and a half minutes.  This
included Tanya CameronÕs year 1 and 2s coming up from the veggie garden!  The grade six children were amazingly quick and efficient with
getting the shutters down .  Warren starred as the coordinator and I bumbled through a few questions about our concerns with the upcoming
fire season.

Hooptime Finals
I am on record as being as proud as punch of our Year 3/4 Hooptime Girls All Star Team.  I do apologise to the team that made it through to
the finals last year!  IÕll blame an aging and forgetful mind!  However, I AM so proud of, not only the commitment of these girls, but the
positive manner they approached their basketball and their obvious enjoyment of the two days.  Congratulations to ABBIE, CHARLOTTE,
ELLA B, ELISSA, NATALIE AND VICTORIA.

NSW University Competition English
Results for the NSW University English Competition are in and will be presented at assembly this week.  Our results are again terrific for a
school our size.  We have 15 children participating and received 3 Certificates of Distinction, 3 Certificates of Credit and 9 Participation
Certificates. Well done to all children.  
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2010 Grade Placement Requests
Throughout November and early December we will be working on our class structures and student combinations for 2010. Our numbers
appear to be, at this point, around the 215 mark, the same as this year.

The Government allocates money to schools for every 21 students (with a little extra for special programs such as Early Years Literacy).
However our one teacher to 21 students includes the Principal, Assistant Principal, administrative staff and all specialist teachers. We are
currently planning for 10 classrooms, one more than this year. We will have two grade 5/6s, 3 grade 3/4s, 3 grade 1/2s, and 2 Prep classes. 
The teachers allocated to these classrooms will not be determined until early December as there are a number of factors still to be
determined.  

The parents of almost every school in the State have become familiar with composite or multi age classrooms. Indeed, some schools base
their entire school on a multi-age plan, regardless of grade numbers. In fact a significant amount of research now suggests that classroom
learning is optimised when teaching at a learning level, rather than at a grade level.

Modern teaching practice supports the view that teachers are able to teach a variety of levels in any one class. You will notice as you walk
around our school that classrooms have groups operating Ð challenging children at the appropriate level of learning. Teachers no longer
teach to a grade; even our Victorian Education Learning Standards Guides developed by the Education Department are planned over a two-
year period of achievement (the Prep year is the only stand alone Learning Level).  In addition the friendship groups, role modelling and
opportunities for leadership are far greater in a wider class age mix. 

It is important in formulating class structures that all parents who have concerns about their childÕs educational needs have the opportunity to
be heard and treated fairly and equitably. To assist the following process has been outlined and supported by staff and School Council. 

All children will have the opportunity to nominate 3 friends who they would like to share a grade with next year. Teachers spend a great deal
of time on developing class mixes and ensuring that children receive at least one friend in their new class. However teachers do have the
professional responsibility to override these friendship requests if they feel they are not in one or either childÕs best interests.

Parents are also invited to write to me about the concerns they have for their childÕs educational needs for 2010.  Please note, requests for
particular teachers will not be considered as the best interests of the total school population and the effective management of the school
must be taken into account. Letters will be considered up until the end of November.

Our aim is to inform children of their class placement and teacher prior to the end of the school year. In some circumstances this can
change over the break due to student movement (a couple of children in or out can drastically impact on our structure) and in this event
every effort would be made by me to notify parents concerned of the change.

As you can see this is a very complex task and one that requires patience and a great deal of thought and manipulation. Please assist us to
make this process as smooth as possible by taking note of the requests as outlined.

Students Leaving or Arriving
It is very important that we have accurate enrolment figures for 2010.  Our staffing is based solely on enrolments and to suddenly lose or
gain even one student can impact dramatically on what we can offer as a school.  If you know of anybody leaving Ferny Creek OR,
alternatively, of anybody coming but we may not yet know, can you let Jill or I know as soon as possible.  We are now at the stage where
teachers will be formulating next yearÕs classes and we need our figures to be as accurate as possible.

Have a great week everybody,
Matthew

 

OCTOBER
FRI 16th - Prep Transition
FRI 16th - Coach Approach School Sports Expo
TUE 20th - School Council Meeting 7.30pm

NOVEMBER
TUE 3rd  - Cup Day Public Holiday
FRI 13th - Prep Transition 9.30am -11am

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS and
2020 COMMITTEE UPDATE

You will have noticed that the first stage of this process has begun with the
planting of our Avenue of Trees along the front of the school. These are a Silver
Birch and we hope will give the school a fantastic look from the road and also

provide good cover in Summer, nice colour in Autumn and allow plenty of light
in during Winter.  There has also been a climbing plant (Happy Wanderer)

planted along the Òold fenceÓ.

We are also planning a native wildlife laneway from the creek up to the top of
the hill, the planting of grasses and low shrubs in the new entrance gardens, a
forested area on the opposite side of the hill and plenty of feature trees planted
around the school grounds. You are welcome to come and look at these plans,
as well as add your thoughts at any Buildings & Grounds Committee meeting.

To fund this project we are hoping for families to ÒSponsor a TreeÓ. The cost of
this sponsorship is $45.00.   This will contribute towards buying the trees and

ATTENTION - DonÕt Miss Out

BEEP BEEP!!!   

All Aboard

ItÕs that time again...the walking/riding

school bus is back on track

But this time itÕs slightly different...

The bus will start its journey outside the horse paddocks on One
Tree Hill Road where it meets the Tourist Road at 8.15am every

FRIDAY morning for the rest of Term 4, starting from the

16 th  October (this Friday).

Bikes will leave from the Sassafras Village Green at
8:00 am.

NB. Training wheels are not  suitable for this ride.

This is a great opportunity  for some outdoor exercise and
it is also an environmentally friendly way to travel to school.

Parents, children walking and children riding bikes are all
welcome to join our bus, the more the merrier so please come

along and join us every Friday morning  on 

The Ferny Creek Walking/Riding School Bus!
If you have any enquires please contact Hayley or Doug



maintaining them during their infancy. The first set of trees to be sponsored is
the silver birches mentioned above.  All families that sponsor a tree will have

their names placed upon an honour roll that will be displayed in the new
building.  This will be a permanent and ongoing reminder of your familyÕs

contribution to the new school grounds.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Sponsor a Tree

We, the________________ family would like to sponsor a tree.  Enclosed
is our contribution of $45.00.

We would like the following message displayed on the honour Board. 
(Max 45 characters ie. The Smith Family or Bobby & Betty Smith).

Ò____________________________________________________Ó

COMMUNITY
NOTICEBOARD

Yoga at Ferny Creek PS
NEW TIME

Mondays 7.30pm - 8.30pm  in the Music Room
$14 per session All Welcome

PH. Fleur 9755 1883

¥¥¥

LOCAL FIRST AID COURSE

is being run at

SASSAFRAS PRE-SCHOOL

394 Mt Dandenong Tourist Road

Sassafras

On

24 th  October 9am-4pm

The Pre-School is running 2 First Aid courses at the following
costs -

First Aid Level 2 Accreditation Ð full day for $155, and

Anaphylaxis, CPR and Emergency First Aid Ð half day for $45.

All are welcome to attend, we need 10 minimum to secure this
great price, if you wish to attend phone the preschool on

97551119 

or Shauna on 9751 2001

Coaching Positions Ð 2010

Olinda-Ferny Creek Junior Football Club (affiliated DRJFL) invites
applications for coaching positions with the clubÕs U10, U12, U14 and
U16 teams for season 2010.

Information packs and application forms may be obtained by contacting:

Adrian McClelland (Coaching Co-Ordinator)
Mobile: 0428 501 679

OFCJFC,
PO Box 95,
Olinda, Vic, 3788

Email:  adrianmcclelland@gmail.com

Applications close Nov. 6th 2009

Olinda-Ferny Creek
Junior Football Club

ASC
Welcome to term 4, as we are a SunSmart school we need to

wear hats whilst playing outside, we have a hat tub if you would
like to keep one in After School Care, please ensure that it is well

named.

Yes we are still in the Library, we will be here for another few
weeks, the multi purpose room is looking great, lots more room
for the kids to make a mess. 

If you are requiring care on a casual basis please place your
childÕs name on the book at the main office or you can call After
School Care on 9755 2102 and speak to myself or Brione (7am Ð
9am & 3:30pm Ð 6:30pm)

If your child is in Before School Care and needs breakfast we
will not be serving it after 8:20am, after this time the children do
not have enough time to eat and be on time for class.

We have an e-mail address asc@fernycreekps.vic.edu.au so feel
free to contact us any time on this.

Thanks: Alison & Brione.

Parents Club - Spice Blends Fundraiser 
Each family should have received a brochure and order
form for some gorgeous spice blends.

Blends are $5 each or 5 for $20 Ð a great entertaining idea
and Christmas present.

Some of the blends available are:
Chicken Tikka, 
Chicken Korma, 
Tandoori Kebabs, 
Kids Chicken, 
Spiced Rice, 
Moroccan Lamb &  
Roghan Josh.

Samples and extra order forms are available at the office.

Order forms need to be returned to the office by Friday 23 rd

October.
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¥¥¥
ANDY GRIFFITHS Comes to this years

Stringybark Festival
Books available for sale and for signing.

SUNDAY 18 OCTOBER at 1.30pm

¥¥¥
OAKS DAY - LADIES LUNCHEON
CFA Brigades Upwey & Belgrave

Thursday 5th November 2009 from 11am - 3pm At Marybrooke
Receptions

$59 per head 3 course meal with Champagne
(drinks at bar prices) Seating arranges tables of 10

Dress: Formal Racewear RSVP: Thursday 22nd October
Bookings contact Jayne Matthews 9754 7683

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE SCHOOL OFFICE
FROM JAYNE THIS FRIDAY afternoon.

¥¥¥
DRUM-KIT LESSONS

Drummer from the VCA offering in-school,
individual drum lessons.

Call Jordan on 0408 881 395
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