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Dear Ferny Creek Families,
School Council 
Congratulations to all the new councillors.  On Tuesday evening we 
held our AGM and followed this with the first meeting of our new 
council.  At the AGM we farewelled Richard Laidler, Brian Bateman, 
Lynda Russell, Tania Marshall and Jacinta Flynn.  All our councillors 
worked extremely hard for our school in their period of office but I 

!RIDE IN HISTORY ......CARING FOR OUR FUTURE

would particularly like to target Richard Laidler.  Richard has been our School Council President since 
before I came to Ferny Creek.  I could not have asked for a more interested or concerned parent to be 
on School Council at that time of settling in.  Since 2004 Richard has been a wonderful support, advisor, 
critical friend and, above all, fanatically dedicated to our school.  Thank you Richard from all of us!  We 
will be having a special farewell dinner for Richard on the first Tuesday after the holidays and all 
present and past school councillors over RichardÕs time as President are welcome to attend.  Details will 
be available from our office next week.

Congratulations to our new office bearers for 2009. This is shaping up to be a very vibrant School 
Council that will continue to build Ferny Creek into the best learning environment it can be.  Ann-Marie 
Baker and Ross Miller will be our drivers this year as these are our new President and Vice President 
respectively.  I believe the different skills, abilities and expertise each has will enable us to continue 
our vibrant growth as a school.

Building the Education Revolution
Last week I put in our application for the Pride in Schools Federal Funding grant of $125 000.  I am 
very confident this will be successful and will be used to expand our multipurpose room.  I was also 
invited to apply for the Building the Education Revolution grant of up to $2 000 000.  We are one of six 
schools in the Dandenong Ranges asked to apply and I also expect this to be successful.  I have also 
been in contact with a number of builders and have discussed the possibilities for our school.  IÕll let you 
all know as soon as we are successful.

No More Newsletters After Next Week
Not really, but I have your attention.  School Council made the decision late last year that we would be 
phasing out hard copies of our newsletter.  To this end we have decided that from the start of term 2 
all newsletters will be able to be sourced on line at our web page or emailed directly to you.  If this 
causes problems with any families (no internet access, for example) we are asking you to contact Jill and 
you may then be provided with a hard copy. 

Marysville Help
I am visiting Marysville Primary on Tuesday next week with our School Captains.  I am asking Liam and 
Kahli  to record the event for us and present their observations and feelings to the school at a later 
date.

Play Time at Ferny Creek
If you have a toddler and are free next Thursday morning we would love to see you here with us.  Our 
play group is not exclusive to Ferny Creek PS families and if you have neighbour or friend you wish to 
bring along please do!

Have a wonderful week,   Matthew

26TH MARCH 2009



Ian B: For showing a lot of  
enthusiasm while completing his 

personal investigation on ÔSharksÕ.

Isabelle R: For being a fantastic 
library monitor during first term.
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Jade B: For the super effort she has 
put into learning her ÔSparkle 

WordsÕ.
Alexander W:  For making great Ôall 
roundÕ progress with his Maths and 

reading his ÔSparkle WordsÕ list. 
Great effort.
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Kieren L: For making excellent
progress learning his Sparkle 

Words.

Jessica C: For trying hard with her 
reading and making good progress.

Jeremy K: For being such a ÔRipper 
ReaderÕ.

Chloe-Rose S:  For making great 
progress with her reading and 

writing.

Jasper C:  For being a focussed and 
independent worker who produces 

very good work.

Joel G For making an interesting 
powerpoint for his investigation 

project.

Kai R: For being a diligent worker 
and alway treating others with 

empathy and respect. Keep up the 
fantastic effort!

Rebekah E:  For making an 
outstanding effort to complete all set 

tasks and using her class time 
productively. Well done!

Maddie H: For a fantastic effort with 
her reading. Keep up this great 

work.

Luke T: For always doing his best 
work and being a thoughtful class 

member.

Megan Keep: For the extra effort she 
put into her session by bringing in 
props etc and for the leadership 

skills she demonstrated.

WHATÕS HAPPENING AT SCHOOL?
Ferny Creek Primary School
School Road, Ferny Creek
Victoria  3786 Australia
Ph 97551522   Fax 97552493

www.fernycreekps.vic.edu.au
ferny.creek.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

Principal:  Matthew Coyle
Assistant Principal:  Warren Barry
Business Manager:  Jill Heathcote
School Council President:  Ann-Maree Baker
Before & After School Care Coordinator:
Alison Conduit  Ph 9755 2102
7am-8.45am  &  3.30pmÑ6.30pm
Library:  Beth Byrne

ParentÕs Club:  Lisa Keep & Fiona Jones
Uniform Shop:  Tracey Wain & Fiona Jones
Newsletter:  Chrissie Bosua 
Email  -  chrissiebosua@gmail.com
School Crossing:  Diane Garsed

Promotion & PR:  Jenny Hayley

Education, Policy & Planning: Warren Barry

Buildings & Grounds:  Suzanne Diprose
FCPS 2020:  Brian Bateman

WEBSITE Construction: Mal Leishman

SOME WALK.... SOME RIDE....
Ferny Creek PS

walking/riding school bus 
You can’t miss this bus… it’s HUGE. 

We split into two groups this week. We all left 
at 8.15am from the Ferny Creek fire brigade 
(Clarkmont Rd, Ferny Creek), but Doug and 
the bike riders moved on ahead and met up 

with Helen along One Tree Hill Rd. The 
walkers continued as per last week with 

Hayley.
NEXT THURSDAY

Doug will start from the Village Green, 
Sassafras at 8:00am with riders only. (no 

trainer wheels at this stage please)
Riders are welcome to join him there or 

anywhere along the way. We will ride along 
the footpath past the Community School and 
meet up with the walkers opposite the Fire 

Station at about 8:15.
Walkers will leave the Fire Station at 8:15 as 

normal. 
DROP-OFF ZONES

We are recommending that spots along the 
route can be used as drop-off zones to reduce 
congestion at the front of school and in the 
carpark. The corner of School Rd and One 

Tree Hill Rd would be and excellent drop-off 
zone every day because there is a safe 

footpath all the way to school. 
Parents, children walking and children riding 

bikes are all welcome to join our bus, the 
more the merrier!

If you have any enquires please contact 
Hayley or Doug

Casey S: For a responsible, mature and kind manner when helping others.

Jackson BT: For outstanding handwriting and exquisite bookwork.

Lachlan D:  For his extensive knowledge of  human anatomy that he displayed 
in the Life-Ed van.

Stella G: For never ending patience and beautiful manners.
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WHATÕS HAPPENING AT SCHOOL?
AFTER SCHOOL CARE 

A huge thank you to Penny Beaton for 
helping out with ASC whilst Brione is 
away, thank you to Fiona Jones and Jill 
Heathcote for helping run ASC on last 
Thursday whilst I attended BrioneÕs 

wedding.
Please remember that all children must 
have their hat in After School Care as it 

is a school requirement, if you would like 
to leave a spare hat at After School Care 

we have arranged a hat box.

We ask that regular payments are made, 
either in cash at ASC or if you need to, by 
eftpos at the office.  If you are unable to 

make it to the school during school hours to 
make payments, you can leave your account 

details with Jill in the office.  
If you have any questions regarding ASC 
feel free to speak to Alison and Brione.     

After School Care email is back on line, 
please feel free to contact us anytime via 

email -  asc@fernycreekps.vic.edu.au

PLAY GROUPÉevery 
Thursday in MPB

Hey guys,
Just a quick note from the after school care 
room, donÕt forget that we do a playgroup 
session on a Thursday morning at 9am Ð 

11am, the cost for this is $20 for the whole 
term or $2 a session, so bring the little ones 
in for a play, and sit down and have a cuppa 
and a chat with other Ferny Creek parents 
(if you have any friends with kids not at 

Ferny Creek feel free to bring them along).
Hope to see you all there, Alison!

Mon 30th MAR > Interschool Sport @ Knox
Thu 2nd APR >  School Photos
Fri 3rd APR > End of Term 1 - 2.30pm dismissal

Term 2
Wed 22nd APR > Anzac Day Ceremony  - Choir performing
Thur 23rd APR > Grade 1/2 Mini Beast Incursion
Tue 5th May > Puppet Show - whole school
20th-22nd MAY > Grade 5/6 Camp to Beechworth

Congratulations 
�#�S�J�P�O�F�������%�B�O

�G�P�S���H�F�U�U�J�O�H
�N�B�S�S�J�F�E���M�B�T�U���5�I�V�S�T�E�B�Z��

�����U�I���P�G���.�B�S�D�I��

�)�F�S�F���J�T���B���I�B�Q�Q�Z���T�O�B�Q���P�G��
�"�M�J�T�P�O���X�J�U�I���#�S�J�P�O�F��

�D�F�M�F�C�S�B�U�J�O�H���J�O�U�P���U�I�F���O�J�H�I�U����

Meeting Schedule

School 
Council

After School 
Care

Ferny Creek 
2020

Promotion 
and PR

Education 
Policy and 
Planning

Buildings 
and 
Grounds

Finance ParentÕs 
Club

Time 7:30 pm 3:45 pm 8:00 pm 7:30 am 4.00 pm 7:00 pm 6:45 pm 9:15 am

Location Staff Room Multi-
purpose 
Room

Staff Room Prep 
Centre

Staff Room Staff 
Room

Staff 
Room

Staff Room

Contact Ann-Maree 
Baker

Lisa Keep

Fiona Jones
March 30th

April 28th 20th 22nd 22nd 20th 28th 21st

Dear Parents
There has been ANOTHER reported case of head lice in the 3/4 and 1/2 classrooms and we 
would appreciate your help in checking your child for any signs of head lice and carrying out 
the appropriate treatment if required.  Please ensure that you check your childÕs scalp 
carefully and treat any infestation thoroughly, including removal of ALL eggs so that we can 
prevent a further outbreak. Consultation with a pharmacist may be useful in determining 
which treatments are the most effective.
Please ensure long hair is tied back and perhaps even plaited if possible while at school.
Thank you, Beth , First Aid



Cross Country News
Since February a team of dedicated students have been taking part in early morning cross country training. 

Each of these students showed a real commitment and passion towards the training and could not be stopped by heavy 
smoke, extreme heat or some much needed rain. On Friday the 20th March the big day finally came and every student 
who trained and competed in the cross country event at Olinda made Ferny Creek Primary School extremely proud by 

their effort, hard work and outstanding results.
They all deserve a very big CONGRATULATIONS and pat on the back!

Out of the 18 competitors 15 have made it through to the zones, which will be held in June. Below is a list of the 
competitors and their results on the day. Please note approximately 20 competitors ran in each age group. 

Boys 12 Ð 13yrs  Boys 11 yrs   Boys 10yrs
Ben Marshall (9th)  Evan Jacobs (13th)  Cameron Johnson (11th) 
Roy Moore  (4th)   Kai Roberts (3rd)   Josh Gresle (5th)
Scott Suitor (7th)   Brodie West (15th)  Victor Moore (6th)
Mitchell Chapman (12th)  Gabe Roberts (10th)  Justin Perkins (middle)

Girls 12 Ð 13 yrs  Girls 11 yrs   Girls 10yrs
Georgina Bradshaw (7th)  Katie Bateman (2nd)  Samara Miller (8th)    Carly Dalton (10th)
        Rachel Suitor (1st)      Piper Morley (7th)  
Thank you very much to all the parents who helped with training and on the day, with a special mention to Elizabeth 
Miller, Tony Chapman, Brian Bateman and Bev Suitor. 
Hayley Bloxham

WHATÕS HAPPENING AT SCHOOL?

Parents Club News
SPRING FLOWERING BULBS
Order forms for the bulbs should have come home 
last week.  This is a great fundraiser as the school 
receives 50% of all sales.  The money raised 
through this fundraiser will be used to finish off 
some of the garden beds at the front entrance.  
Extra forms are available at the Office. 
Orders need to be returned with payment by 
Friday 3rd April.

HAY BALES
The hay bales have been sent to the 
farmers in Steels Creek, If your family 
would like to sponsor a hay bale please 
send along $10 to the Office.  

SUNSCREEN
Sunscreen is still available at the Office, both 
tubes ($6) and roll-ons ($5). 

Entertainment Books will be sent home in early 
May Ð more information in next weeks 
newsletter

Murder Mystery night Ð 23 May 
make a note in your Diaries!!



WHATÕS HAPPENING AT SCHOOL?

Babysitting WANTED
I am an ex Ferny Creek Primary School student. I am 13 years old.  I attend Billanook College in Year 8.  I will happily 

baby sit your children on Friday, Saturday or Sunday nights.
However, your children must be three years or older. 

Please call Carli Leishman on 9755 2174.



Thank-you for letting the community take some responsibility for their own safety. 

Dandenong Ranges Community Bushfire Group
Initiative 

Welcome, and thank-you for your interest in bushfire community safety, it really does need to involve 
everyone! We are a group that at the moment consists of concerned residents with a responsibility of 

protecting our childrenÕs future of growing up in the beautiful Dandenong Ranges.

 The Dandenong Ranges Community Bushfire Group (DRCBG) is   aiming to obtain information about what matters to 
the residents of the Dandenong Ranges concerning Bushfire safety. We hope to assist emergency services, engage 
community for better awareness of bushfire safety issues, assemble and process relevant information, be functional 
and a facilitator for addressing community concerns. 
Our only aim is to assist the emergency services and relevant government departments in working together for a 
common goal (bushfire safety)

Phase 1. At this stage our goal is to objectively gather community information on every level in survey form (reflecting the views of 
every household) concerning specifically the 5 most important and relevant issues to them in regards to bushfire safety. This will take a 
few months, perhaps much less with your support, in addition to the full support and resources of Cr Noel Cliff and James Merlino MP.

Phase 2. We hope to bring the 5 most important issues, possible answers and solutions to the relevant emergency service groups and 
community representatives to then "work toward a common goal" which is bushfire safety, in a very positive and constructive manner. 
This will be a simple presentation, and there is, (at a later date to be announced) a proven result orientated process we will follow to 
find solutions for that community concern and do with the conclusions what we can.

Avenues to be considered will be:
1. Forwarding a mass petition into Royal Commission based on solutions achieved.
2. Using information to educate community in accordance with CFA policy
3. Providing answers to the communities concerns

Regardless of our own personal views, we hope to keep through our website, an open line of communication with the 
Hills community satisfying your need to be involved in bushfire issues relevant to you.

PLEASE COMPLETE THE SURVEY NOW! 
The survey can be completed by clicking link:  http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=fVRomoU7rY4al3fmd1Jikw_3d_3d

or it can be accessed via our website:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/drcbg

We look forward to working with you. For further information, please become a member of group in website www.groups.yahoo.com/
group/drcbg to  email us on:

drcbg@yahoogroups.com or alternatively email melgajdek@y7mail.com
Best wishes and be safe.
From The team at The Dandenong Ranges Community Bushfire Group

Olinda Antique Fair
Easter Saturday 11th of April

9am Ð 5pm! -! Olinda Hall
Cnr Olinda-Monbulk Rd &!The Georgian Rd, Olinda  

Melways Ref; 66 J7
Antiques, china, glassware, jewellery, collectables & moreÉ

Enquiries to Quirky Werx Antiques Ð 9751-0214.

Tours will be held on 
Wednesdays and Fridays 
commencing at 9.15am from 
the Main Office.

MARCH 18, 20, 25, 27
APRIL 1, 3, 22, 24, 29
MAY  1, 6, 8,13,15 

Please contact the school on 9754 2838 to register.                   

PARENT INFORMATION EVENING
THURSDAY 7th MAY from 6.30PM

 
All information is available on our website:

www.upweyhs.vic.edu.au
See the ÒEnrolments for 2010Ó link on our Home Page.

Irish Dancing Classes
Commencing Term 2

UPWEY
$10 pay as you go

Phone Kate for details:
0434 517 636  or  5962 3869
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http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=fVRomoU7rY4al3fmd1Jikw_3d_3d
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/drcbg
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/drcbg
http://www.groups.yahoo.com/group/drcbg
http://www.groups.yahoo.com/group/drcbg
http://www.groups.yahoo.com/group/drcbg
http://www.groups.yahoo.com/group/drcbg
mailto:DRCBG@live.com.au
mailto:DRCBG@live.com.au
mailto:melgajdek@y7mail.com
mailto:melgajdek@y7mail.com
http://www.upweyhs.vic.edu.au/
http://www.upweyhs.vic.edu.au/

