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Dear Ferny Creek Families,
School Council / Year 3/4 Camp
Please note the change of date for our final School Council of the previous 
year and our AGM.  It is now the 24 th of March Ð not the 17 th as 
advertised.  This change is due to our Year 3/4 students being on camp.  
Can I wish all our Year 3 and 4 students a terrific camp?  This will be the 
first school camp for our Year 3 students and I wish them the very BEST 
time!  Good luck and thank you Warren and  Doug for organising and 
getting the camp moving!

!RIDE IN HISTORY ......CARING FOR OUR FUTURE

Jim A. Reminder
Jim Asimakopoulos will be here tomorrow to present the Citizen of 2009 and the ICT and Library badges at a 
special 2.30pm assembly on 13 th March.  This is a big occasion for Ferny Creek and a very special time for our 
Citizen of 2008. A key to our school being so successful is that we strive to develop school wide strategies that 
promote a sense of belonging, of fairness, of good citizenship  amongst all students, but particularly with our 
older students.  Jim Asimakopoulos, a very good friend  of Ferny Creek, sponsors our Citizen of the Year Award.  
This is to go to a Current Year 6 student who is not a School Captain and has shown over their years at the 
school, a fantastic attitude to their classmates, their teachers and their school.  Each year, Jim visits us at this 
time and announces the winner from our previous yearÕs Year 5 students.  They hold this honour through Year 6 
and  at the beginning of their Year 7 year are asked to come back to hand over the award to the new recipient.  
This is also a very positive transition strategy.  To be able to hear from an ÔoldÕ grade 6 student, this year Kiera 
Miller, held in high esteem by our school community will, IÕm sure be a thrill to our new Year 6 students.  For our 
new families who donÕt know Jim, he works for the Education Department in the Abilities and  Disability 
Education Program.  He is a motivational speaker and an accredited trainer and has made over 4, 000 
presentations to schools in his time in the Education Department.

Marysville Help
I have again been in contact with the Principal of Marysville PS.  They are up and running at the Toolangi PS 
site.  There are about a dozen of the 40 children attending at the moment.  It also appears that about another 
dozen students will not be returning for the foreseeable future. They are now settled enough that we can hand 
over the $6 000 to our School Captains and  drive up to Toolangi so they can present the cheque and our letters 
of  encouragement to the school.  I will be organising this within the next week.

Some Safety and Traffic Issues .  
Please take notice of  the attachment to this newsletter from Richard Laidler, our School Council President.

Billy Cart Derby
A reminder that the big event is TOMORROW.  This is a huge event.  If you can volunteer some of your time to 
assist, there is a list of jobs at the office.  We will also need marshals on the night.  We will need three at the 
bottom of the hill and at least two at the top.  Please volunteer some of your evening to help  here.  No marshals, 
no racing!

Play Time at Ferny Creek
If you have a toddler and are free next Thursday morning we would love to see you here with us.  Our play group 
is not exclusive to Ferny Creek PS families and if  you have neighbour or friend you wish to bring along please do!

Have a wonderful week,
Matthew

12TH MARCH 2009



Ethan K:  For working consistently in 
class to complete his work to the 

best he can.

Cameron J: For being able to work 
independently to complete his work 

in class.

1/2 B

1/2 C

3/4 D & 3/4 W

1/2 L

5/6 HB 5/6 HP

Dylan B: For showing great skills 
with his reading and Maths tasks.

Jessica D: For trying very hard with 
all her school work. Well done 

Jessica!

PREP J PREP N

ART • PE

Brad L: For settling in well to Prep 
and doing excellent writing.

Daniel M: For always giving his best 
efforts in all class activities.

Brock P:  For his great attitude to 
school.

Lauren B:  For her consistent and 
happy approach to school and 

learning.

Elaya C: For taking a lot of  care 
with the presentation of  her work 
and always being helpful towards 

others.

Michael J:  For consistently working 
well and making very good choices.

Ruby-Mae W: For being a careful 
listener and consistently working 

hard to achieve her best. Fantastic 
effort Ruby!

Sam R:  For being a positive thinker, 
fair to all and always willing to try 

new things. Keep up the great effort!

Liam M: For making a huge 
improvement in his spelling. Keep 

up this great work.

Roy M: For listening carefully to 
instructions and remaining focused.

Jyden E: For producing some 
outstanding drawings for his group 

project in art. Terrific work.
Gabriella F:  For the way she worked 

as part of  a team during our 
cooperative session, always using an 
encouraging ÔteamÕ voice. Well Done

WHATÕS HAPPENING AT SCHOOL?
Ferny Creek Primary School
School Road, Ferny Creek
Victoria  3786 Australia
Ph 97551522   Fax 97552493

www.fernycreekps.vic.edu.au
ferny.creek.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

Principal:  Matthew Coyle
Assistant Principal:  Warren Barry
Business Manager:  Jill Heathcote
School Council President:  Richard Laidler
Before & After School Care Coordinator:
Alison Conduit  Ph 9755 2102
7am-8.45am  &  3.30pmÑ6.30pm
Library:  Beth Byrne

ParentÕs Club:  Ann-Maree Baker & Lisa Keep
Uniform Shop:  Tracey Wain & Fiona Jones
Newsletter:  Chrissie Bosua 
Email  -  chrissiebosua@gmail.com
School Crossing:  Diane Garsed

Promotion & PR:  Jenny Hayley

Education, Policy & Planning: Warren Barry

Buildings & Grounds: Jacinta Flynn & Suzanne 
Diprose
FCPS 2010:  Brian Bateman

WEBSITE Construction: Mal Leishman

Kaelun H: For his outstanding participation in class and his conscientious 
approach to all school activities.

Matthew C: For outstanding general knowledge and participation in class.

Jackson BT: For excellent presentation skills and outstanding work habits.

Eve G: For excellent presentation skills and outstanding bookwork.

For Sale
4 x Open Metal Storage Units.

- 4 or 5 shelves in each
- easy to dismantle into flat 

sections
- ideal storage for sheds, 

workshops etc.
Dimensions

Height 2.4 metres
Width  92cm
Depth50cm

4 for $100.00  or $ 30.00 each

1 x Brownbuilt Metal Storage 
Cabinet

- 3 shelves
- lockable

Dimensions
Height 1.8 metres

Width  92 cm
Depth  45cm  

$ 40.00

Proceeds to Grade 6 graduation
Please see Hayley, Heather or Rod 

in the Grade 5/6 area.

http://www.fernycreekps.vic.edu.au
http://www.fernycreekps.vic.edu.au
mailto:ferny.creek.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:ferny.creek.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:christine@picturegraphs.com
mailto:christine@picturegraphs.com


WHATÕS HAPPENING AT SCHOOL?

AFTER SCHOOL CARE
Please remember that all children must have their hat in After School Care 
as it is a school requirement, if you would like to leave a spare hat at After 

School Care we have arranged a hat box.

We ask that regular payments are made, either in cash at ASC or if you need to, 
by eftpos at the office.  If you are unable to make it to the school during school 

hours to make payments, you can leave your account details with Jill in the 
office.  

If you have any questions regarding ASC feel free to speak to Alison and Brione.     

After School Care email is back on line, please feel free to contact us anytime via 
email -  asc@fernycreekps.vic.edu.au

PLAY GROUPÉevery Thursday in MPB
Hey guys,

Just a quick note from the after school care room, donÕt forget that we do a 
playgroup session on a Thursday morning at 9am Ð 11am, the cost for this is $20 

for the whole term or $2 a session, so bring the little ones in for a play, and sit 
down and have a cuppa and a chat with other Ferny Creek parents (if you have 

any friends with kids not at Ferny Creek feel free to bring them along).
Hope to see you all there, Alison!

Fri 13th MAR > Assembly @ 2.30pm  Citizen of the Year Award
     Presented by Jim Asimakopoulis
Fri 13th MAR > Billy Cart Derby from 5pm
Mon 16th to 18th MAR > Grade 3/4 Camp to Portsea
Thu 2nd APR >  School Photos
Fri 3rd APR > End of Term 1

Term 2
20th-22nd MAY > Grade 5/6 Camp to Beechworth

Grade 3/4 Math's Night
Come and join us for a fantastic night 
of fun and games. There will be heaps 

of different activities to do, so parents 
come along and witness some of the 

great things your children can do with 
maths.

The MathÕs Night will be held in the 
Multi Purpose Room on Wednesday 25 th 

March at 7.00pm sharp

If you are interested please return the 
slip below to Warren or Doug by Friday 

20 th  March

I, ___________________ will/will not   
be attending the Grade 3/4 MathÕs 

Night on Wednesday 25 th.

SCHOOL 
CAPTAINS

BLOG!
Hi guys,
WeÕre the new school captains for 2009 
Kahli and Liam.

LIAM  I like to play at the beach, play 
soccer and play in my trees and tree 
houses please donÕt be scared to come 
and say hi especially the new preps, I 
love to talk to anyone.

KAHLI I like playing basketball and 
soccer, my favourite colour is yellow. I 
love all the twilight books and my 
favourite movie is twilight. I love the 
songs Halo and Love Story. Feel free to 
come and say hi, I love talking to people!!! 

See you at the Billy Cart Derby, 
School Captains

Grade 6 
Graduation Stall
The Grade 6Õs are having a stall at the 
Billy Cart derby. We are selling glow 

sticks for 50c each and some lucky dips 
for $1 and $2 depending on the things 
inside. There will be 2 separate lucky 
dips for whether you are a boy or girl. 

All the money is going towards 
graduation!!! The stall will be open from 

5:00pm to 7;00pm

CHOIR
The School Choir is for any students in Grade 2 to Grade 6 who like to sing 
and enjoy performing in from of  an audience.  Students are expected to try 

our for one term before they choose to belong or not.  If  they choose to 
remain, they are expected to stay until the end of  the year.  At the end of  
Term 1, a contract will be sent home for students and parents to sign, to 

ensure everyone understands the arrangements.  The focus will be on 
performance and it is expected the choir will perform at school and outside 

events.
Choir Uniform:  Red Choir Polo shirt, Black Pants, Black Socks, Black Shoes

The Polo Shorts are available from the Uniform Shop.  If  there are shirts 
that were purchased last year and are too small we intend to swap them for 

the correct size.  The Red Choir Polo Shirt should only be worn to 
performances. Please try and keep them looking new by washing in cold 

water and hanging inside to dry.

Performances:
¥ Legacy Anzac Ceremony in UFTG National PArk prior to Anzac Day on 

Wednesday 22nd April @ 11am
¥ Anzac Day 25th April - Dandenong Ranges RSL in Sassafras 10am

Cost: There is no cost to belong to the choir apart form the purchase of  a 
shirt and transport costs when necessary.

If  you have any queries or questions, please Karen Noonan or Tania Zabo.



 Billy Cart Derby 
Friday 13th MARCH
TOMORROW

Stop the engines and throw away the keys, the 16th Annual Billy Cart Derby is only a hammer and nail 
away!

Build, borrow or resurrect a Billy Cart for an evening of FAMILY FUN

Who:  Families past and present

Where: On the slope at the back of the School

Program: 5.00pm Registration & Food and drinks available
  5.30pm Billy Cart Grand Parade (Junior School)
  6.00pm Derby begins

Food and drinks will be available for purchase from Parents Club from 
5.00pm or BYO picnic.

Billy Cart essentials:
¥ All riders must register on the night with a registration fee of $5
¥ All riders to have consent form signed by their parent
¥ Suitable attire must be worn covered shoes, pants etc
¥ HELMETS MUST BE WORN

Registration forms available at the Office or on the night

Billy Cart Derby BBQ ROSTER
Thank you to the people that have already volunteered to help out on the BBQ or Bar, but we still need lots 
more help!! If you are able to help out on the BBQ please fill in the form at the Office or see Lisa Seymour 
at Assembly on Friday.

BBQ MENU
Sausage in bread    $2
Hamburgers    $5
Hamburger with bacon & egg  $6
Veggie Burger    $5
Corn on the cob   $1
Chicken or beef Kebabs  $1

Homemade slices and Cookies  $1

Beer, Wine & Juices also available.

Bakers needed Ð 
Anyone willing to 
make a batch of:

Lemon slice
Hedgehog

Chocolate chip 
cookies
Yo-yos

Please see Fiona Jones 
or Lisa Seymour

HAY BALES
The hay bales used at the Billy cart 
Derby will be for sale at $10 each. 

Any bales not sold to school families 
are being donated to farmers in the 

Steels Creek area, who have 
experienced recent bushfires.

If your family would like to sponsor a 
hay bale at $10 each please see the 

stall at the registration desk on Friday 
night. 

REMINDER FOR JUNIOR SCHOOL PARENTS
Billy Cart Derby Parade 5.30pm. on netball court.

Preps have a hat parade. Hats to be collected from the art room. Grade 1 and 2s are invited 
to decorate their bikes, scooters and billy carts for the parade.



BEEP BEEP!!!   All Aboard 
WOW! Our Þrst friendly Ferny Creek PS 
walking/riding school bus was a fantastic 

success. 
When? Where? and Why? You ask ..... 

We can start a bit later from now on. The bus will starts its journey at the car park of the Ferny Creek 
Þre brigade (Clarkmont Rd, Ferny Creek) at 8.15am every Thursday morning for the rest of Term 1, 
starting from the 12th March . The bus will then makes its way up One Tree Hill Road, down School 

Road and complete its journey in the school grounds. 
Passengers can board the bus at its Þrst stop or join us along the way if the bus passes close to your 

house or travels along part of your regular route to school.  This is a great opportunity for some 
outdoor exercise and it is also an environmentally friendly way to travel to school. 

Parents, children walking and children riding bikes are all welcome to join our bus, the more the 
merrier! 

Drop-off Zones 
We are recommending that spots along the route can be used as drop-off zones to reduce 

congestion at the front of school and in the carpark. The corner of School Rd and One Tree Hill Rd 
would be and excellent drop-off zone every day because there is a safe footpath all the way to 

school.  
If you have any enquires please contact Hayley or Doug 

First Aid Message
Dear Parents,

There has been more reports of Head Lice 
throughout the school we would 

appreciate everyones help in checking your 
children for any signs of head lice and 

carrying out the appropriate treatment if 
required.

Please ensure that you check your childÕs 
scalp carefully and treat any infestation 

thoroughly, including removal of all eggs so 
that we can prevent a further outbreak.
Consultation with a pharmacist may be 

useful in determining which treatments are 
the most effective. 

Please ensure long hair is tied back and 
perhaps even plaited if possible while at 

school.

Thank you, Beth, First Aid

Upper Ferntree Gully ¥ Junior Football 
Club

Under 11 Players needed for 2009

Boys & Girls Born in 1998, Grade 4/5 in 2009
Great Family Club ¥ Excellent Facilities & 

Grounds

TRAINING Ð TUESDAY EVENING 5.30 -7PM
PLAY Ð SUNDAY 10.30AM

Qualified Coaches ¥ Free Jumper ¥ Low Fees

Contact: Coach Wayne William on 0401 376 
266

Clubrooms/Ground located at Dobson Park, 
Dorest Rd

(Opposite Arboretum)
A Great Family Club Where Mates Matter!!



WHATÕS HAPPENING AROUND THE HILLS?
100km OXFAM Trailwalk
I am a mum (Georgia Cowling) at 
Ferny Creek and a part of a team of 
4 by the name of Run, Walk, Crawl!! 
(team#342) are taking on the 
challenge of the Oxfam 100km 
Trailwalk this year. 

In 2 weeks time we walk a mighty 
100kms from Wheelers Hill through 
the early hours of the morning and 
night until we reach our Þnal stop in 
Wesburn Park.  Oxfam Trailwalk is 
also about raising funds for some of 
the poorest communities in the world 
see www.oxfam.org.au/trailwalker/
oxfamworks  for examples of how 
your support helps.

We are holding a movie-fundraising 
night in Belgrave Friday 20th March 
meeting time 6.30pm. The Þlm is a 
thriller 'Duplicity'. For more 
information about the Þlm night if you 
are interested in joining us please 
call Georgia Cowling on 0417 556 
347 or if you would like to make a 
donation I will be at the stump after 
school most afternoons or you can 
donate online to team number #342 
at
http://www2.oxfam.org.au/
trailwalker/Melbourne/donate/

Thanks so much for your support
Georgia Cowling

BLOOD BANK DONATION
The Red Cross have booked 
us in on 24/02, 03/03 and 
10/03 and will pick us up at 
school at 9am to take us to 
Ringwood for the donations.  
There are 7 spots available 
each day. There is a 
whiteboard in the foyer to 
register your name.
!
People need to: have 4Ð5 
glasses of drink, eat a 
healthy snack/meal 
beforehand, bring photo ID 
and a happy face!
!
To be eligible: must be 
between 16 Ð 70 years 
old,!over 45kg. fit and 
healthy, no more than 6 
months continuously living 
in the UK between 
01/01/1980 and 
31/12/1996,!no surgical 
procedures in the last 12 
months.
Thanks, Deborah Andrich

Olinda Auskick will be running their 
registration day for Season 2009 on 
Saturday March 21 at the Olinda Reserve 
(Olinda Monbulk Rd, Olinda) between 
10:00 Ð 11:00AM.  This season we will be 
running a 15 week program with our first 
clinic kicking off at 9:00AM on Saturday 
April 4.  The registration fee will be $60 
and each registered child will receive an 
Auskick pack including a backpack, footy, 
drink bottle, cap and other goodies.  
Registrations can be made on-line at 
www.aflauskick.com.au.  Each online 
registration entered before the end of 
March will receive complimentary tickets 
for 2 adults and 2 children to see an AFL 
game involving their favourite team.  
Enquiries to Greg Noonan on 9751 0202.

Babysitting WANTED
I am an ex Ferny Creek Primary 
School student. I am 13 years 

old.  I attend Billanook College 
in Year 8.  I will happily baby 
sit your children on Friday, 
Saturday or Sunday nights.  

However, your children must be 
three years or older. 

Please call Carli on 9755 2174.  

Ranges Basketball Club Inc.
Ranges Basketball Club is 

commencing itÕs free Mini Ranges 
classes again at Monbulk College 

on Tuesday nights
Girls & Boys from 5 to 10 years of 

age can learn ball handling and 
team work fundamentals in a safe 

environment.
Call Rick Wall 9755 2651
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