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5 PRIDE 1N HISTORY......CARING FOR OUR FUTURE
E Dear Parents and Friends.
in A special welcome is also extended to all our new families attending
g_ Ferny Creek for the first time.
g Another very special welcome to Hayley Bloxham, our new teacher in
= the Grade 5/6 area.
o

Welcome back everyone, to the new school year at Ferny Creek Primary. I am really enthusiastic about this year. There has been so
much happening over the break and the many initiatives begun last year will continue to grow and develop us into a great school!
The staff and School Council have certainly set us up for a vigorous year ahead! Congratulations to staff and parents for the part they
have played to ensure such a smooth start to the year. The children have settled happily into their new classes this week. A very
special welcome to our new Preps who are starting their school life this year. Today’s group have settled in very well and it was also
good to see that not many tissues were being used in our Champagne and Tissues morning (although a fair amount of Champagne
was consumed!). Staff are looking forward to a very exciting year of teaching and learning with all your children.

Staffing for 2009

We have nine classes operating again this year with class sizes ranging from 16 - 29, with averaged class size of 23. Our strong
numbers have again allowed us to maintain our full and comprehensive Specialist and Assistance programs. Our staffing for 2009 is
as follows;

Natalie Bates Prep N
Jenny Haley Prep J
Cheryl Martin 12C
Brian Graham 1/2B
Lynda Russell 12 L
Doug McKay 3/4D
Warren Barry 3/4W
Heather Pickett 5/6HP
Hayley Bloxham 5/6 HB
Rod Ward 5/6 assistance
Coby Beatson PE

Helen Ainsworth Art
Karen Noonan Music
Charles Addison Japanese

Library and ICT Lab sessions are to taken by class teachers on a rotational basis.

Program Aides/Integration Aides/Office/Library: Jill Heathcote, Beth Byrne, Tracey Hedger, Tania Szabo, Dana West, Sarah
Crotty and Tania Cameron

Out of School Hours Care: Alison Conduit and Brione Humbert.

Parent to Teacher Conference and Grade Level Information Evenings

You should have, by now, received information about our very important Parent Teacher Conference. We are holding this next
Tuesday 10" February we are having parent to teacher information exchange sessions. This is attended only if you feel you need to
talk to your child’s teacher about any issues that will, or may impact on their learning this year. Our new Preps do not need to attend
this session as you have already given our teachers detailed feedback.

I also strongly encourage you to attend is the Information Evening on Tuesday 24" February. We have staggered these so all
students in your family can be catered for. This session will outline all the requirements, expectations and needs for that particular
year level. Years 1 and 2 will begin at 6.30 pm and Years 3 to 6 at 7.30 pm. They will run for approximately 45 minutes each.

School Grounds
Thanks to Doug McKay for getting the grounds up to scratch for the first day back. They looked fantastic.
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Hats Reminder
As Ferny Creek is a SunSmart school, all students are required to wear a Ferny Creek hat every recess and lunchtime during
Term 1. Hats can be purchased at the Uniform Shop or fill in an order form attached to the newsletter.

Change to our Thursday Timetable

As part of our initiative to engage all students in their learning we have decided to change our lunch time on a Thursday to 1.00pm.
Lunch will be run from 1.00pm to 2.00pm and this will leave us with an hour and a half block in the afternoon to run a Clubs
Program and a Transition Program. I will provide more details in a following newsletter.

Year S and 6

We have high expectations of our Senior School students this year. They were wonderful last year as Year 4s and 5s and we know
they will perform to their best abilities in 2009! School Captains have been selected and we are in the process of selecting our
captains of Houses, Library, Environment and ICT for the year. A key part of our 4 year Strategic Plan is the involvement of
our older students in all aspects of life at Ferny Creek. Staff have lots of ideas to begin building their sense of ‘belongingness’ to
our school. I will be publishing our ideas and strategies for 2009 in upcoming newsletters. I would also like to welcome back Rod
Ward as a permanent staff member to Ferny Creek. Rod will be working 2-3 days every week in the 5/6 area. This will add
the ‘flavour’ of a male teacher and will also help in the management of our two largest classes in the school.

Parent Contributions

We have had a wonderful response thus far with the vast majority of families having paid. Parents are reminded that they may, if
they haven’t already, pay their Parent Contributions and collect their children’s starter book pack from the school office. Parents
who may have difficulty with a full payment at this time are invited to discuss a time payment arrangement. The individual
stationary boxes are an item that must be paid for before collection. These are not a voluntary part of the contributions. It has been
advertised since November last year that families wishing to buy their own stationary can collect a grade supply list and purchase
their own. I would also like to remind parents that payment for excursions and incursions that occur throughout the year is essential
if your children are to participate. In February last year School Council’s Finance Committee recommended that no student
attends a camp, excursion or incursion without full payment one week prior to the event. Of course families who are
struggling will always be catered for. All you need to do is let Jill Heathcote know and we will begin a payment plan that fits your
situation.

Play Group

Yes, it’s happening again this year — bigger and better! Playgroup will again be every Thursday morning. Please stay for as little
or long as you can. Bring a friend. The children do not have to be ‘future’ Ferny Creek students. Our base will be the multi-
purpose room. Alison sets up the initial organisation of the morning and then away we go. Please make Ferny Creek an even
friendlier place by supporting the program if you and your preschooler are free on a Thursday morning.

Visitor Badges
A reminder to check in at the office when you arrive to help in classes or the playground. It is imperative that we know who is
in the school at all times.

Again, thankyou for a great start to the school year. It was wonderful to visit (disturb?) grades and wander around the yard today
and chat to both children and parents. I look forward to a wonderful and enriching year of learning and teaching as well as a
sense of enjoyment in being part of Ferny Creek Primary School.

Matthew

Dates for the Diar

Tue 10th FEB > Parent Feedback Night
Wed 18th-20th FEB > Grade 5/6 Camp
Tue 24th FEB > Parent Info Night
Times 6.30pm 1/2 & 7.30pm 3/4 & 5/6

Mon 9th MAR > Labour Day Holiday
Thu 2nd APR > School Photos
Fri 3rd APR > End of Term 1
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Newsletter Info
Please forward all newsletter ads or info
to the office by Wednesday 3.30pm to
make the next newsletter edition or

email chrissiebosua@gmail.com
If you don't receive a newsletter home
with your child every Thursday, you can
either go to the Website to check it out
or there are a few copies available
at the office. Thanks, Chrissie Bosua
Newsletter Editor

Wanted
We are looking for an adult

3-wheel Bike to borrow or
hire until December, 2009.

Call Brigitte at 9755 1160
or
bwiebe@cc.umanitoba.ca

THANKYOU
A big thank you to the

Royle/Pope (Hannah Rose
& Amelie) family for the
donation of books to the
Library at the very end of

last year.
Greatly appreciated
Thanks Beth.

Pra—

Bailey P: For making a big effort to
do his best work and setting a good
example to others.

Max L: For showing a lot more
responsibility for looking after his
possessions.

Siemon B: For a great start to
Ferny Creek PS. Welcome to our
school.

Nathan C: For a wonderful start
ti the year and making excellent
contributions to class
discussions.

new school. Welcome to
Ferny Creek PS.

Krystal P: Welcome to Ferny Creek
PS. and settling into school so well.

Erwin B: For a great start at your “

Argyle B: For trying to do his very

best at all times, right from day
one.

Tim P: For his enthusiastic and
mature start at Ferny Creek PS.
Well done Tim.

Well Done!

Justin P: For his great effort in
listening to instructions and being a
really hard worker.

Rachel S: For an outstanding start to
her time at Ferny Creek.

Nicole R: For making such a
wonderful happy start to her new
grade.

Claudia C: For being so helpful to
fellow classmates.

BOOK CLUB
You should have receive
the 1st Bookclub order
forms this week, they ar
due in by Friday the
13th of February.
Please drop off to
Heather in Grade 5/6
Thanks, Heather

——

Emily T: For always doing her best
and having a positive attitude at all
times in the classroom.

Luke R: For being a positive role
model in the classroom and a very
valuable member of our team.
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AFTER SCHOOL CARE

Welcome back to 2009 and a big welcome to all our new families! As we are getting a new system, we require new enrolment
forms to be filled out. These can be collected from either Alison or Brione in the multi purpose room. We require that these be
filled out and returned to us ASAP!

Please remember that all children must have their hat in After School Care as it is a school requirement, if you would like to
leave a spare hat at After School Care we have arranged a hat box.

Accounts will be sent out every 2 weeks and we ask that regular payments are made, either in cash at ASC or if you need to, by
eftpos at the office. If you are unable to make it to the school during school hours to make payments, you can leave your account
details with Jill in the office.

Some accounts from last year have still not been finalised and we ask that you please finalise these by Friday the 20t of
February!

We hope that everyone has a fantastic year and if you have any questions regarding ASC feel free to speak to Alison and Brione.

E-mail address asc@fernycreekps.vic.edu.au we can be contacted any time on this.

PLAY GROUP...

Hey guys,

Just a quick note from the after school care room, don’t forget that we do a playgroup session on a Thursday morning
at 9am — 11am, the cost for this is $20 for the whole term or $2 a session, so bring the little ones in for a play, and sit
down and have a cuppa and a chat with other Ferny Creek parents (if you have any friends with kids not at Ferny
Creek feel free to bring them along).

Hope to see you all there
Alison!

Extreme Tennis ¢ Term 1 Summer “Get into Tennis”
: Junior Coaching Special Offer Enrol for Term 1 & Choose one of the offers below: !
. Option A: Receive a 33% discount on normal junior group coaching fees - therefore the 9 week .
coaching course will cost you $60 (normally $90) OR
: Option B: Receive a FREE junior racquet upon enrolment - (RRP $30) !
. Coaching Venues & Days - Ferny Creek Tennis Club on Mondays, Thursdays & Fridays :
Stuart & Diana Sutterby 97596475/0412106416/0403525111

Olinda - Ferny Creek Junior Football Club Inc
Kick Off & Registration Day 2009
GYM NASTICS Club Merchandise will be available for purchase
Upwey High School Gym Club Catch up with coasches and team mates
CLASSES AVAILABLE FOR GIRLS & BOYS Date: 15th February ~ Time: 10am -12pm
AGED 4 AND AROVE Located at Olinda Hall
President : Ian Taylor 9755 2460
COACHES ARE STAFFORD SMITH 9754 Secretary : Caroline Gelbert 9751 0170
& YVONNE DAVLS 9754 5522 St Matthews Anglcan Church, Olinda
CLASSES ON MONDAYS 3.45 -4.45PM I '"V'tesF:';ﬁ‘;"A‘;S"F?E;tZ"Y": Ipa'ty" |
& 4.45 - 5.45PM "
... to celebrate the beginning of a New Year
BEGINNING FROM FEB 2ND I GAMES e STORIES e FUN e ACTIVITIES ¢ FRIENDS I
$8 PER SESSION | SUNDAY 15th FEBRUARY
(DISCOUNTS FOR MORE THAN ONE CHILD IN THE 9.30am - 10.30am I
FAMILY) (Adults welcome to join in normal church or stay with the children)
LOCATED AT THE UPWEY HIGH SCHOOL Enquiries - John Burger 9762 3317
STADIUM I Esther 9751 0840 I
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