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Dear Parents and Friends,
Bush Fire News
What a wonderful community we have here in our school.  The mountain of toys is building (these 
will be going to the Salvos to either distribute or restock their store and also some directly to the 
students from Marysville Primary.  We have connected with the Principal there and we are also 
going to send them our fund raised cash donations (over $3500 as at 9.30am today) and each of 
our boys and girls will be writing to the students.  Marysville Primary has about 40 students and is 
(was) growing as the preschool also had about 40 enrolled.  At the moment there are no confirmed 
deaths among the student or staff body but not all are yet accounted for.  I will keep you as up to 
date as possible with any developments from Marysville.

PRIDE IN HISTORY......CARING FOR OUR FUTURE

Accident Insurance
The Department has advised all Principals to let their communities know at the start of the year that parents/guardians are generally responsible for paying the cost of 
medical treatment for injured students, including any transport costs. However, reasonably low cost accident insurance policies are available from the commercial 
insurance sector.

Billy Cart Derby on Friday February 27 th 
The excitement is building for the great day!  For our new families this is our first large (VERY) school community activity for the year.  You don’t need your own 
family billy cart, there are lots to share.  The littlies will have a parade before the races start so they don’t miss out on the fun!

Agreed Practices
As part of our Friendly School program staff have, with students, set up a list of Agreed practices so we all have a clear understanding of what goes on, what’s 
expected and what’s not acceptable in all areas of our school.  For instance, did you know?

¥ All classrooms have set consequences and have completed a classroom cooperation contract.
¥ Parent helpers are encouraged across all grades.
¥ If food is to be taken out side it must be eaten in the Butterfly Garden.
¥ All students have access to water in class time.
¥ All children stop for fruit and veggie break to ensure all participate.
¥ No make-up and no jewellery except sleepers and studs in ears will be accepted.
¥ Swearing will not be tolerated under any circumstances.

This is a sample of the list.  For the complete lists have a look on the staffroom inside windows.

2007 Citizenship Award
On Friday 13th March our assembly will be held at 2.30pm instead of 9.00am.  The reason for this is that we are announcing our third Citizenship Award.  A key to our 
new School Strategic Plan is to develop school wide strategies that promote a sense of belonging, of fairness of good citizenship amongst all students, but particularly 
with our older students.  Jim Asimakopoulos, a very good friend of Ferny Creek, sponsors our Citizen of the Year Award.  This is to go to a Current Year 6 student who 
is not a School Captain and has shown over their years at the school, a fantastic attitude to their classmates, their teachers and their school.  Each year, Jim will visit us 
at this time and announce the winner from our previous year’s Year 5 students.  They hold this honour through Year 6 and at the beginning of their Year 7 year are 
asked to come back to hand over the award to the new recipient.  This is also a very positive transition strategy.  To be able to hear from an ‘old’ grade 6 student, this 
year Kiera Miller, held in high esteem by our school community will, I’m sure be a thrill to our new Year 6 students.  For our new families who don’t know Jim, he 
works for the Education Department in the Abilities and Disability Education Program.  He is a motivational speaker and an accredited trainer and has made over 
4,000 presentations to schools in his time in the Education Department.

Head Lice
We have already had a handful of nit cases this year.  Can you please check your students on a regular basis?  It shouldn’t be, but often is very embarrassing for a child 
to be removed from class and have to work in our library for the day.  The problem appears to be mainly in our year 3 and 4 areas but is not isolated to this area.  Can I 
plead with all families to give the school permission to check your child’s hair.  It is done in a sensitive way.

Some Safety and Traffic Issues.  Let’s get it right for 2009
Car Park: 
If you are parking across the road in our carpark you are reminded to reverse into your car spot.  This way, you are parking without the children out of school and only 
moving forward when you have picked up your children. Also, a reminder not to park on the roadway anywhere near the crossing.  Please be aware there is also new 
road signage in this area.  Diane and people using the crossing need clear vision both ways.

Walking Through Staff Car Park:  
No children or families should walk through the staff car park, especially now that we have a fence and gate and our Preps in their new Centre.  Cars are coming and 
going all day and the risk to save a few seconds is just not worth it.  

40 kph Speed Limit: 
A reminder that we have a 40kph speed limit out the front of the school 24 hours a day.  As we are encouraging use of our school grounds and facilities during out of 
school hours we can have children and families crossing the road at any time.

Play Time at Ferny Creek
Every Thursday between 9am and 11am.  You do not have to stay the whole time.  You do not even have to be a Ferny Creek parent.  Its just a chance for us all to have 
a play together and make friends.  

Have a great week everybody,
Matthew
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LIBRARY
Thank you to the Watson 

Family (Tiana & Jeremy) for 
the great donation of books 

for the Library.
Thanks Beth

Anton S: For a wonderful start to 
Grade 2 and making a great 

effort with his writing.

Bailey S:  For settling in well to 
Grade 1 and doing some very 

good writing.

Ruby F: For being a good friend to 
other students in the grade, and 

always willing to help others.

Sam R: For settling into good working 
habits from the start of the year.

1/2 B 1/2 C

3/4 D

Samuel B: For showing great 
enthusiasm for writing and drawing 

his bushfires reflection poster.

Brenton S: For his expert 3D 
drawing of a fire truck on his 
bushfires reflection poster.

Daniel L: For his mature attitude to 
school and his peers.

Nathan R: For his great start to 
Grade 1 and being a positive and 

happy classmate.

1/2 L

Sharona B: For being a great 
listener and such a helpful 

member of our team. Well done!
Gabe R:  For getting along with 

others and always doing his very 
best. Well done!

Kaelun H: For his excellent listening 
skills,great help in the classroom and 

an outstanding attitude towards school.

Jordan L:  For his excellent listening 
skills and help around the classroom 
and an outstanding attitude towards 

school.

3/4 W 5/6 HB

Hamish K: For making a great start 
and being a responsible group 

member during art. Terrific effort!

ART

Ferny Creek Primary School
School Road, Ferny Creek
Victoria  3786 Australia
Ph 97551522   Fax 97552493

www.fernycreekps.vic.edu.au
ferny.creek.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

Principal:  Matthew Coyle
Assistant Principal:  Warren Barry
Business Manager:  Jill Heathcote
School Council President:  Richard Laidler
Before & After School Care Coordinator:
Alison Conduit  Ph 9755 2102
7am-8.45am  &  3.30pm—6.30pm
Library:  Beth Byrne
Parent’s Club:  Ann-Maree Baker & Lisa Keep

Uniform Shop:  Tracey Wain & Fiona Jones
Newsletter:  Chrissie Bosua 
Email  -  chrissiebosua@gmail.com
School Crossing:  Diane Garsed

Promotion & PR:  Jenny Hayley
Education, Policy & Planning: Warren Barry
Buildings & Grounds: Jacinta Flynn & 
Suzanne Diprose

FCPS 2010:  Brian Bateman
WEBSITE Construction: Mal Leishman

Newsletter Info
Please forward all newsletter ads or info 
to the office by Wednesday 3.30pm to 
make the next newsletter edition or 

email chrissiebosua@gmail.com
If you don’t receive a newsletter home 
with your child every Thursday, you can 
either go to the Website to check it out 

or there are a few copies available
at the office. Thanks, Chrissie Bosua 

Newsletter Editor

BOOK CLUB
Bookclub order forms 

are due in by Friday the
13th of February. Please 

enclosed the correct 
amount in an envelope
Please drop off directly 

to Heather in Grade 5/6
Thanks, Heather

Will M: For great concentration in all his 
work.

Samara M: For striving to do her best 
work always.

5/6 HP

To all the Preps for 
2009 Congratulations!
What a fantastic start 

to the Year!

To all the Preps for 2009 
Congratulations!

What a fantastic start
to the Year!

PREP J PREP N
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DRAMA & 
PERFORMING ARTS 
WORKSHOPS 2009 
"GETTING UP TO 

SOME FUNNY 
BUSINESS"

Welcome back Ferny 
Creekians. Looking 

forward to another huge 
year with the Drama 
workshops kicking off 

again this coming
Monday 9th Feb @ Music 

Room at school.
Let your imagination run 

wild and unleash that 
creative bubble the 

surface!!!
This year we will be 

exploring the world of 
COMEDY. We will discover 
just how funny we can be 
through playing the clown, 

physical comedy and 
exploring commedia 
characters through 
activities such as 

improvisation, games, 
mime, masks, stories, 

scripts, puppetry and much 
more... !

For further information and 
to join the Ferny Creek 
Drama Troupe (places 
limited) please grab a 
Pamphlet and fill it out 

from the school office or 
contact Georgia Cowling 

on 0417 556 347.
Thanks Georgia 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT SCHOOL?

SCHOOL CROSSING 
NEWS

Our School Crossing Supervisor, Diane would 
like to extend a friendly welcome to those 

newcomers to the school.  Please feel free to 
approach me either just to say Hello or if you 

have any concerns regarding the school 
crossing. 

I will be meeting with the Prep children 
shortly to instruct them on the rules about 

using the school crossing and their safe 
access to the carpark.

Also a reminder to our new families that 
it is reverse parking in the parents’ 

carpark for the safety of the children.

Parking Restrictions and Speed Limits 
apply

Please observe the speed limit signs in 
the School Rd

Please observe the no-standing signs in 
School Rd

Parking is not allowed adjacent to the 
yellow line bordering the road

Parking is not allowed on the gravel strip 
in front of the parents’ carpark

Thanking you for your co-operation. With 
everyones help we can keep our school 

crossing accident-free!
Cheers, Diane

AFTER SCHOOL 
CARE

As we are getting a new system, we require new 
enrolment forms to be filled out.  These can be 

collected from either Alison or Brione in the multi 
purpose room.  We require that these be filled out 

and returned to us ASAP!  

Please remember that all children must have their 
hat in After School Care as it is a school 

requirement, if you would like to leave a spare hat 
at After School Care we have arranged a hat box.

Accounts will be sent out every 2 weeks and we 
ask that regular payments are made, either in cash 
at ASC or if you need to, by eftpos at the office.  
If you are unable to make it to the school during 
school hours to make payments, you can leave 

your account details with Jill in the office.  

Some accounts from last year have still not been 
finalised and we ask that you please finalise these 

by Friday the 20th of February!

We hope that everyone has a fantastic year and if 
you have any questions regarding ASC feel free to 

speak to Alison and Brione.     
E-mail address  asc@fernycreekps.vic.edu.au   we 

can be contacted any time on this.

PLAY GROUP…
Hey guys,

Just a quick note from the after school care 
room, don’t forget that we do a playgroup 
session on a Thursday morning at 9am – 

11am, the cost for this is $20 for the whole 
term or $2 a session, so bring the little ones 
in for a play, and sit down and have a cuppa 
and a chat with other Ferny Creek parents
(if you have any friends with kids not at 

Ferny Creek feel free to bring them along).
Hope to see you all there! Thanks Alison!

Tue  24th FEB > Parent Info Night
  Times 6.30pm 1/2 &  7.30pm 3/4 & 5/6
Fri 6th MAR > James Merlino presenting Leadership Badges @Assembly
Mon 9th MAR > Labour Day Holiday
Fri 13th MAR > Assembly @ 2.30pm 
  Citizen of the Year Award presented by Jim Asimakopoulis
Tue 10th MAR > Parents Club  AGM (All welcome)
Fri 27th MAR > Billy Cart Derby from 5pm
Thu 2nd APR >  School Photos
Fri 3rd APR > End of Term 1
Term 2
20th-22nd MAY > Grade 5/6 Camp

mailto:asc@fernycreekps.vic.edu.au
mailto:asc@fernycreekps.vic.edu.au


Olinda - Ferny Creek
Junior Football Club Inc

SEASON LAUNCH
Kick Off & Registration Day 2009
Catch up with coaches & team mates

Date: 15th February
Time: 10am -12pm

Located at Olinda Hall
President : Ian Taylor 9755 2460

Secretary : Caroline Gelbert 9751 0170

St Matthews Anglcan 
Church, Olinda

invites children of all ages to a 
party..

FARMYARD FRENZY!!
... to celebrate the beginning of a 

New Year
GAMES • STORIES • FUN • ACTIVITIES • 

FRIENDS
SUNDAY 15th FEBRUARY

9.30am - 10.30am
(Adults welcome to join in normal church or stay 

with the children)
Enquiries - John Burger 9762 3317 or

Esther 9751 0840

WHAT’S HAPPENING AROUND THE HILLS

Sassafras/Ferny Creek Netball Club is a local club 
that supports girls and women who want to play Netball.

Come along & join in, learn new skills,make new friends and 
enjoy the mateship of playing a great team sport. 
Registration Day 14th February 2009
Olinda Netball Court between 10.00am & 12.00pm

Season: Starts mid March and continues to late August
Ages:Teams from Under 11 to Open

Venue: All matches played in Ferntree Gully at the
Mountain District Netball Complex

When: All matches are on Saturdays. 
Teams play at the same time every week.

Training? Girls train at the netball court in Olinda,
next to the Hall/Football Ground

 A brand  new complex is being built and we are very
excited about a new court and clubrooms.

REGISTER YOUR INTEREST?
Contact us and we will forward you more details.  

Questions?  Contact Leonie Taylor 9755 1490, (0418)592 846, 
rwtaylor@bigpond.com 

or Duane Dalwood, 9755 2144, (0409)125 794 
duanedalwood@bigpond.com 

 

 

Funky fusion fitness  
for your body & soul 

 
Nia is a holistic fitness practice that allows you 

to tap into your creativity and discover  
new ways of moving.  Nia is suitable for all 

bodies, all ages and all fitness levels. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nia blends Dance, Martial Arts and healing 
modalities like Yoga in a one-hour class set to 

uplifting music from around the world. 
 

Try your 1st class FREE 
 

Mondays 7am @ Upwey Community Hall 
1443 Burwood Hwy, Upwey VIC 3158 

 

Mondays 11am @ Kumbada Studio  

6 Ridge Rd, Kalorama VIC 376 6  
 

For more information or more locations,  
please visit www.melissapage.co m   

or call 0433-240-273 

Olinda Cricket Club at Olinda Oval
“SUPER SUNDAY”

Sunday 15th February 2009
“... not to be missed - a terrific family day”

Time 9.30am 20/20 match Olinda Cricket Club vs. Olinda 
Football Club

 12.30pm Milo Have-a-Go Ages 5-8
1.00pm RDCA Veterans Game Olinda CC vs.

Bayswater Park CC
3.20pm Past Players, Sponsors & Supporters Luncheon

• Bacon & Egg Rolls avail. from 9am
• Sausages & Rolls

• Roast Beef Rolls from 12am
• Coffee, tea & Soft drinks
• Special Guest Speaker

COME & ENJOY

Student Banking 2009
Our local branch of the Bendigo Bank in Upwey is interested in 

setting up a Passbook Savings Program for our students.  Students 
would bring their money and Passbook to school for collection and 

processing by the Bank.
If you are interested, please leave your name and contact details on 

the form located at the Office.
This information will be forwarded on to Bendigo Bank.

If you would like further information, please contact Luan Hanlen, 
Branch Manager, at the Upwey Branch on 9754 1200.

mailto:rwtaylor@bigpond.com
mailto:rwtaylor@bigpond.com
mailto:duanedalwood@bigpond.com
mailto:duanedalwood@bigpond.com


WHAT’S HAPPENING AROUND THE HILLS?

Billy Cart Derby
Its on again!

When: Friday 27th February
                                                                               Where: On the slope at the back of the School

                                                                             Program: 5.00pm Registration & Food and drinks available
                                                                              5.30pm Billy cart parade (Junior School)

                                               6.00pm Derby begins
Hamburgers, veggie burgers & sausages in bread will be available, as will drinks.  If you are able to help out 
on the BBQ or Bar please fill in the form below and return to the Office.  Thank you
Time BBQ Bar
Set up 4-5pm
5-6pm
6-7pm
7-8pm
Clean up

I’d like to help at the time indicated above.
Name:____________________________________________________________
Contact number:____________________________________________________



2020  COMMITTEE  NEWS
HEY KIDS – HAVE YOU NOTICED THE NATIVE PLANTING AROUND THE SCHOOL GROUNDS? 
AND THE NEW WATER TANKS? DID YOU KNOW THE SCHOOL HAS RECEIVED A GRANT TO 
DEVELOP SOLAR POWER? AND THAT LAST YEAR WE INTRODUCED A PAPERLESS 
NEWSLETTER? 

THE PARENTS AND TEACHERS ON THE 2020 SCHOOL COUNCIL SUB-COMMITTEE HELPED TO 
MAKE THESE THINGS HAPPEN. AND WE HAVE GREAT PLANS FOR THIS YEAR.

ISSUES WE ARE WORKING ON IN 2009 ARE:

DEVELOPMENT OF A NATURE TRAIL/ENVIRONMENT EDUCATION AREA ALONG FERNY 
CREEK, A GREAT RESOURCE FOR OUR SCHOOL TO HAVE

ARTIST IN RESIDENCE PROPOSAL

WALKING BUS AND LOCAL DROP OFF AREA FOR STUDENTS TO COME TO SCHOOL

DEVELOP A LONG TERM PLAN FOR OUR BEAUTIFUL TREES ON SCHOOL GROUNDS.

MORE NATIVE PLANTINGS

PLANS TO INCREASE OUR SCHOOL INVOLVEMENT IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY

WE WOULD LIKE TO INVITE ANY PARENTS INTERESTED IN MAKING A CONTRIBUTION TO 
THE SCHOOL FOR OUR PRESENT AND FUTURE STUDENTS TO COME ALONG TO OUR FIRST 
MEETING OF THE NEW YEAR.

TUESDAY 17TH  Feb 8.00pm

SCHOOL STAFF ROOM

REFRESHMENTS ALWAYS SERVED


